
make them anxious to know more of what Spencer had to say
on this and that phase of social life, for, whether his system of
philosophy stands or falls, there is no writer who has influ¬
enced the intellectual and social development of his age and
generation as has Herbert Spencer.
Modern Ophthalmology ; A Practical Treatise on the Anat-

omy, Physiology and Diseases of the Eye. By James Moores
Ball, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology in the St. Louis College of
Physicians and Surgeons. Pp. 820. 417 Illustrations in the Text
and Numerous Figures on 21 Colored Plates. Philadelphia : F. A.
Davis Co. 1904. Cloth. $6.00.
Even a cursory examination of this latest addition to our

larger text-books on ophthalmology shows it to be one of the
best works on the subject recently published. It may well be
questioned whether a book designed both for undergraduate use
and for the surgeon who makes a specialty of eye diseases is
not in danger of falling between the too simple and the too ex-
haustive treatment of the subject. The student is likely to
look askance at a volume of eight or nine hundred pages, while
the specialist may complain that the same treatise lacks com-

pleteness\p=m-\doesnot cover the ground as thoroughly and as ex-

haustively as it should. What the student very properly re-

gards as likely to give him a literary indigestion, the ophthal-
mologist believes to be an insufficient meal. Dr. Ball has, we
believe, skillfully sailed his ophthalmic bark between the stu-
dent Scylla and the specialist Charybdis, and presents us with
a series of chapters useful to both practitioner and senior stu¬
dent. We would suggest, however, that in the second edition,
which we predict will be called for in a short time, such a list
of chapters and headings be appended that, in the opinion of
the author, the undergraduate student should regard as his par¬
ticular province. The whole book belongs, of course, to the
postgraduate scholar. In these labors the author has been
judiciously assisted by a most capable corps of collaborators.
Of these the following are Philadelphians: Dr. William Zent-
mayer has written chapter xx, on "Anomalies of the Muscular
Apparatus"; Dr. Jaj- C. Knipe, chapter xxii, on "The Ocular
Manifestations of Nervous Diseases"; Dr. William T. Shoe¬
maker, chapter xix, on "Diseases of the Orbit"; Dr. John T.
Krall, chapter xxi, on "Errors of Refraction"; Dr. Harold G.
Goldberg, chapter xxiv, on "The Hygiene of the Eyes." Dr. W.
E. Fischer of St. Louis furnishes a very practical chapter (xxv)
on the methods employed in the microscopic examination of the
eye.
Not only is the matter in this volume excellent, but very

few errors, typographical or other, are to be found. Of course,
there is the usual failure in the illustrations to reproduce ac¬

curately the peculiar coloration—physiologic and pathologic—
either of fundus conditions or of many external diseases of the
eye. The microphotographs are no worse than we have found
them in other publications of the kind; perhaps they serve a

useful purpose in suggesting the conditions seen by the micro¬
scope in the original section or smear. We do not blame Dr.
Ball for this, as we have never seen, apart from the smaller
Jaeger Atlas, half a dozen colored prints in any ophthalmic
treatise that, in our opinion, faithfully portrayed fundus pic¬
tures. It seems impossible to limit the yellow and the blue
used in such illustrations. There are some exceptions to the
rule in this work, notably the two fundus prints on plate 23,
and there are several others that are also above the average of
excellence.
On the whole, we have nothing but praise for Dr. Ball's treat¬

ise. In view of its many excellencies, we leave others to point
out such minor and unimportant slips as the spelling of Moor-
fields without the final "s," the use of "mydriatic" where cyclo-
plegic is evidently intended, etc.
Tuberculosis and Acute General Miliary Tuberculosis. By

Dr. G. Cornet of Berlin. Edited, with Additions, by Walter B.
James, M.D., Professor of the Practice of Medicine in the College
of Physicians and Surgeons (Columbia University), New York.
Pp. 806. Price. $5.00 net. Philadelphia, New York, London : W.
B. Saunders & Co. 1904.
A disease that causes one-seventh of the deaths of human be-

ings is worthy of the most exhaustive study and the most seri-
ous attention of physicians, especially when it is realized that
the disease, in its earlier stages, is a curable one. Too many
physicians have labored under the impression that consump-

tion is a disease for which they can do nothing; that when they
have made the diagnosis, they have done all they can do. Those
who still hold such views should change them, for the disease is
curable. It is, at least, important enough to demand that every
physician in general practice should understand it and know
what there is to be known about it. For those who desire to
do this, we know of no single treatise that covers the subject
so thoroughly in all its aspects as this great German work of
Cornet. Having said this, we have said all that is necessary
about the book. Among all the monographs that have ap¬
peared in the excellent series edited by Professor Nothnagel,
none has been better received than this one. It came at a time
when interest in the subject had become general, not only
among the profession, but among laymen also. As we have
said in noticing former volumes in this series, American read¬
ers have an advantage of not only the original work, but that
which is added by the American editor. In this volume, con¬
sisting of over 800 pages, Professor James has added to its
value by giving us much valuable matter of special interest to
Americans, to which the German author had not access, as well
as bringing it up to date by incorporating in it the latest
knowledge obtained by the most recent investigations. Espe¬
cially should be mentioned the chapter by Baldwin of Saranac
Lake on the chemistry of the tubercle bacillus, together with a

discussion by the American editor of the subject of the rela¬
tion of bovine to human tuberculosis. Every phase of the sub¬
ject is discussed, including the history, the methods of diag¬
nosis, treatment, etc. The translation has been excellently
done, and a bibliography of over 90 pages adds to the complete¬
ness of the work. All in all, it is one of the most exhaustive,
practical and satisfactory works on the subject of tuberculosis
in the English language.
Medical Diagnosis. Special Diagnosis of Internal Medicine. A

Handbook for Physicians and Students. By Dr. Wilhelm v. Leube,
Professor of Medicine and Physician-in-chief to the Julius Hospital,
at W\l=u"\rzburg.Authorized Translations from the Sixth German Edi-
tion. Edited, with Annotations, by Julius L. Salinger, M.D., Late
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine in the Jefferson Medical
College. With 5 Colored Plates and 74 Illustrations in the Text.
Cloth. Pp. 1,058. Price, $5.00. New York and London: D. Apple-
ton & Co. 1904.
Leube's diagnosis has long been recognized as a standard

work, and its translation from the sixth German edition is wel-
come. In general the translation has been well down, and the
editor has made occasional valuable annotations. Once in a

while a too literal adherence to the German idiom is seen, as
when "pulsions diverticulum" is referred to, and when that
puzzling word "respective" is translated "respectively," e. g.,
"Subacidity respectively anacidity" (p. 295). In some of the
illustrations there is a strange mixture of Latin and English
terms. Thus, Figure 27, p. 514, we find not only "canalis cen-

tralia," "commissura anterior grisea," etc., but also "posterior
horn," "lateral cornu." Of Leube's work little need be said.
The book is full of Leube's personality, the experience of a

man of judgment, who has had years of varied clinical experi-
ence. It is distinctively a practical work, though the theo-
retical is not ignored, and one may be sure that anything de-
scribed by Leube is viewed from the scientific standpoint. It
is needless to say that such diseases as those of the stomach,
uleer, for instance, a subject in which Leube was one of the
pioneers, are described in a wonderfully complete yet compact
form, as can only be done by one who is fully master of his
subject. We could pick flaws here and there, could wish that
under epidemic meningitis, lumbar puncture and the Kernig
sign were brought more to the front, that tricuspid stenosis,
pylorus spasm, etc., were enlarged on a little more, but, take
it for all in all, the work is quite a complete mine of informa¬
tion, imparted in a modest manner, and often helping out the
perplexed practitioner just where he needs help, i. e., in the very
places where Leube was perplexed some fifteen or twenty odd
years ago, and which he now tells us about in a way both pleas¬
ing and instructive.
Digest of Researches. By Laboratory Workers of the Smith,

Kline & French Company. Volume I. Comprising Abstracts of Pa-
pers Published from 1893 to 1904. Published by Smith, Kline &
French Co., Philadelphia. 1904.
This is a series of abstracts of important articles appearing

in current drug and other journals, on drugs, oils, foods, etc.
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